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Rewrite claim 7 as follows: 


7. (Once Amended) Th^ singles stick of claim 6, 
wherein the locking pin is caWried on a spring finger con- 



nected to one of the base and 
ing a bias tending to engage 


staff, the spring finger hav- 
the locking pin with the at 


least one hole when the at l^ast one hole is aligned with 
the locking pin* 


Rewrite claim 10 as follows: 


10* (once Amended) The singles stick of claim 11 


Wherein the base and staff Y 
collapsed position which i^ 
singles stick to be store^^i 
bag which bag is sized 
tennis racket. 



ave a combined length in the 
ort ^ei*iough to allow the 
is player's equipment 
east slightly longer than a 


Rewrite claim IX as follows: 



11- (Thrice Amended) Alsingles stick for holding the 
top edge of a tennis net at i*s regulation height above the 
ground for singles play, which Icomprises: 

(a) a plurality of telekcopically received sections 
including at least one first, hollow section into which a 
second section is telescopic* lly received such that the 
first and second sections can be extended between an ex- 
tended orientation and a collaEsed orientation by telescop- 
ing the first and second sect io is relative to one another; 

(b) a lock for releasably holding the telescopic sec- 
tions together in at least thii extended position, wherein 
the lock is responsive to movement of the telescopic sec- 


/ 
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tions with the lock being biased/ to automatically move into 
a locking engagement with the t[elescopic sections whenever 
th6 telescopic sections are pl^iced in their extended posi- 
tion? and 

(c) wherein the combined ]/ength of the telescopic sec- 
tions in the locked extended position thereof is sufficient- 
ly long to permit the telescopLc sections to be wedged be- 
tween a top support cord or jc^ b^^e of a tennis net with the 
telescopic sections being h^ti in place solely by downward 
force from the top support cocsjX>r cable forcing the tele- 
scopic sections into engagement with the ground, and wherein 
the telescopic sections can be wedged between the top sup-- 
port cord or cable and the ground at a location between a 
singles line and doubles line on one side of a tennis court 
and when so wedged the combined length of the telescopic 
sections will raise the top support cord or cable of the 
tennis net by an amount required to provide a height that 
conforms to singles play rules . 


Rewrite claim 2 0 as follows: 


20. (Twice Amended) A 
top edge of a tennis net at 
ground for singles play, which 

(a) a base and a st 


. \si 
its 


ngles stick for holding the 
regulation height above the 
comprises: 

vhich are slidably and teles-- 


copically connected to /me another such that the base and 


staff can be extended/ bet>fee 
collapsed position by sliding 
one another, wherein the b 
circular cross-sectional con^ 
and staff from rotating rela 

(b) a lock for releasabl 
together in both the extended 


p an extended position and a 
he base and staff relative to 
aff have mating non- 
ns to prevent the base 
one another; 
holding the base and staff 
nd collapsed positions, the 
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lock comprising first and s 
which receive a locking pin vi 


econd vertically spaced holes 
ith the locking pin releasably 


holding the base and staff totjether in the extended and col- 


lapsed positions thereof dep 


inding upon which of the first 


and second vertically spaced holes receives the locking pin; 


(c) wherein the combine^ 
in the locked extended positic 
to permit the base and staff 
port cord or cable of a tj^nit 
being held in place sol< 
support cord or cable 


fly b2 
>rc; 


length of the base and staff 
thereof is sufficiently long 
wedged between a top sup- 
net with the base and staff 
downward force from the top 
^g the base and staff into 
engagement with the ground^ arfd wherein the base and staff 
C can be wedged between the top/pupport cord or cable and the 
/ ^^round at a location between p. jsingles Line and doubles line 

len so wedged the com- 
bined length of the base and sjtaff will raise the top sup- 
port cord or cable of the tennis net by an amount required 
to provide a height that conforns to singles play rules; and 
(d) wherein the combined length of the base and staff 
in the locked collapsed positioi thereof is short enough to 
allow the singles stick to be stored in a tennis player *s 
equipment bag which bag is sized to be at least slightly 
longer than a tennis racket. 


Remarks 


The telephonic interview with Examiner Hunter and Su- 
pervisory Primary Examiner Sewell on May 1, 2002 is grate- 
fully acknowledged by the undersigned attorney. 

Certain claims have been canceled without prejudice to 
narrow the issues with the Examiner. Certain other claims 
originally dependent from claim 1 have been amended as ap- 
propriate to depend from claim 11. 
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